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Weather 


8 A.M.: 67° 

2 P.M.: 84° 

5 BM.: 81° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 30% 


WEATHER REPORT, C8 


Index 


News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ A YEAR AWAY from 
the 2018 general elec- 
tion, the race for Florida 
governor is already 
crowded with three 
major Democratic can- 
didates and two major 
Republican ones. B1 
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STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


© OSCEOLA COUNTY 
WANTS to reduce the 
numbers of vehicles 
striking pedestrians, so it 
is turning to an initiative 
already used in Orange 
County and Orlando. B1 


@ POLICE ARE 
INVESTIGATING a 
videotaped altercation 
in which a University of 
Miami football fan slaps 
an officer, who then uses 
his fist to punch her in 
the head. B1 


NATION & WORLD 

@ SAUDI ARABIA’S 
HEIR to the throne over- 
sees the arrests of doz- 
ens of the country’s most 
powerful princes, mili- 
tary officers, business- 
men and government 
ministers — some of 
them his potential rivals 
or critics. A3 


@ NEWLY LEAKED 
DOCUMENTS show that 
Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross has a stake 
in acompany that does 
business with a gas 
producer partly owned 
by the son-in-law of 
Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin. A3 


CFB 

© OUC INSTALLED 
37,544 solar panels this 
year in east Orange 
County. D1 


SPORTS 

© TEXAS FINISH may 
derail Jimmie Johnson’s 
quest for 8 Cup titles, 
writes George Diaz. Cl 


@ THE MAGIC STRUG- 
GLE on offense again as 
they lose 104-88 at home 
to the Celtics. Cl 


© THE SURGING JAG- 
UARS drop the Bengals 
23-7 to grab a share of 

the AFC South lead. Cl 


PEOPLE & ARTS 

@ YOU CAN GO your 
own way or you can go 
to the Dr. Phillips Center 
on Tuesday to catch 
Fleetwood Mac’s Lind- 
sey Buckingham and 
Christine McVie. A2 


TOP STORY 


Church shooting 
in Texas kills 26 


Police: Victims ae in age from 5 to 72 


JAY JANNER/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Investigators work at the scene of a mass shooting at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, on Sunday. The gunman — a man in his early 20s — was later found dead elsewhere. 


By PETER HOLLEY, KRISTINE PHILLIPS 
AND WESLEY LOWERY 
Washington Post 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — A gun- 
man shot and killed more than two dozen peo- 
ple and injured about 20 on Sunday inside a 
small community church in South Texas, and he 
was found dead several miles away from the 
scene after fleeing, authorities said. 

The mass shooting happened during morning 
services at the First Baptist Church in Suther- 
land Springs, a small town in the countryside 
more than 30 miles southeast of San Antonio, 
and it claimed the lives of 26 people ranging in 
age from 5 to 72, authorities said. 

Witnesses described the shooter as a man in 
his 20s wearing all black clothing and a tactical 
vest. Neighbors said they heard loud bangs and 
even had bullets spray into their homes as the 
gunman released a barrage of gunfire that 
started outside the church and moved into it 
before noon. 

“At this moment in time, there are 26 lives 
that have been lost;’ Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said 
during an early evening news conference. “We 
don’t know if that number will rise or not, all we 
know is that’s too many and this will be a long, 
suffering mourning for those in pain.” 

According to a statement from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety and Wilson County 
Sheriff Joe Tackitt, officials were called to the 
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Aman mourns at the scene of the massacre — 
a small community church in rural Texas. 


church for reports of a gunman at 11:20 a.m. 

Officials said that the suspect — who they said 
was a young white male in his 20s — began firing 
a Ruger rifle outside of the church and then 
entered the building as he continued to fire. 
Authorities said that as the gunman exited the 
church he was confronted by a local citizen who, 
armed with his own weapon, began firing at the 
gunman — prompting the suspect to flee in his 
vehicle. 


Please turn to SHOOTING, A8 


Colleges 


see student 
influx from 


Puerto Rico 


After hurricanes, many 
coming to Central Florida 
to finish degree work 


By ANNIE MARTIN 
Staff Writer 


University of Puerto Rico stu- 
dent Augusto Ortiz was 13 credits 
short of graduating when hurri- 
canes Irma and Maria hit the island. 

His parents’ home flooded and 
trees in their yard toppled “like 
sticks.” They had no electricity for 
41 days. Realizing that recovery will 
take months, Ortiz, 22, decided to 
finish his bachelor’s degree at the 
University of Central Florida. His 
application is one of hundreds ac- 
cepted from Puerto Rican students 
at universities and colleges in Cen- 
tral Florida since the hurricanes, 
and officials say that number is ris- 
ing each day. 

He is staying at his grandparents’ 
home in Kissimmee, studying for 
the Medical College Admission 
Test and looking for a job until the 
next semester starts in January. He 
said the decision to transfer to a 
mainland school was easy. 

“Puerto Rico, right now, is a diffi- 
cult place to live,” he said. 

The opportunity to leave was 
even more attractive, Ortiz said, 
when he learned he could pay in- 
state tuition at UCF, a savings of 
about $8,000. Many public uni- 
versities in Florida, and all 28 state 
colleges, will allow Puerto Rican 
students displaced by the hurri- 
canes to pay the lower, in-state rate, 
for the spring semester. 

A few private colleges are offer- 
ing discounted tuition, as well. 
Rollins College in Winter Park said 
it will charge admitted students 
who were already enrolled in 
Puerto Rican and Caribbean col- 
leges a flat fee of $8,500 for the 
spring semester, which will cover 
tuition, room and board. The col- 
lege has admitted one student. 

UCF, which has received 854 ap- 
plications and accepted 122 stu- 
dents, is planning orientation ses- 
sions for students and talking with 
them about financial aid, housing, 
food and job opportunities. 

“These students are in this situa- 
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Options limited on widening part of Wekiva Springs Road 


By MARTIN E. COMAS | Staff Writer 


Tiffany Borack loathes driving out ofher Semi- 
nole County neighborhood and onto Wekiva 
Springs Road in the morning. 

Vehicles often back up for miles between 
Wekiwa Springs State Park and Sabal Point Ele- 
mentary School. Motorists move a few feet, then 
hit the brakes. In the afternoons, the logjam 
happens in the reverse direction on the two-lane 
thoroughfare as residents head home. 

“It’s absolutely frustrating. In fact, it’s madden- 
ing,” said Borack, who lives in Sweetwater Club. 
“You are biting your cheek waiting for traffic to 


move. You know you’re stuck.” 

Now, Seminole officials are looking at ways of 
getting traffic flowing more freely along the 
nearly 2.5-mile stretch of roadway — one of Semi- 
nole’s worst traffic nightmares — surrounded by 
tens of thousands of homes in the Sweetwater 
Oaks, Wekiva Hunt Club and Sweetwater Club 
neighborhoods. 

The road is four lanes from State Road 434 
west to Sabal Point Elementary, where it narrows 
to two lanes. 

In the coming months, Seminole plans to 
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Traffic is bumper to bumper on Wekiva Springs 
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Road in Seminole County last week. 


Lake defamation suit illustrates 
fight against public comments 


Builders seek to showcase new 
home construction must-haves 


By JASON RUITER $15,000. By Mary SHANKLIN About one in five U.S. homes 
Staff Writer “I did not anticipate this,” said Staff Writer has multiple generations living to- 
Antonio, who says she has heard gether — about double the 

Amber Antonio has never laid from friends and acquaintances A secondary, upstairs kitchenin amount from 1980, according to a 


eyes on the downtown Mount 
Dora property owner she’s pep- 
pered with insults such as “crook” 
and “con artist” on social media. 
Now, she’s being sued for defa- 
mation of character. Ken Mazik, 
head of a company that owns 
about 20 downtown properties, 
thinks the criticism of the self- 
described “40-year-old house- 
wife” is beyond the pale and is 
seeking damages in excess of 


for years that Mazik has too much 
power in the city of 14,000 known 
for its idyllic downtown. “I just 
voiced my own opinion based on 
things I’ve heard, and it got me in 
trouble” 

Mazik, 77, is part of a growing 
trend of businesses and compa- 
nies that have struck back against 
accusations and online comments 


Please turn to COMMENTS, A9 


a south Orlando show home, built 
for the International Builder 
Show in January, lacks a key appli- 
ance — an oven. 

The seven-bedroom, multi- 
generational house could not 
overcome local building codes 
that outlaw more than one full 
kitchen in home-share friendly 
designs, said C.R. Herro, Meritage 
Homes’ vice president of environ- 
mental affairs. 


Pew Research Center report from 
last year. That lifestyle is likely to 
grow in Florida, with evacuees 
from Puerto Rico relocating after 
Hurricane Maria. 

“We ask each other if this house 
is perhaps too comfortable for 
boomerang adult kids,” said 
Herro, whose company partnered 
with Hanley Wood’s Build- 
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Voices & Opinion 


@ LOCAL VIEWPOINT: Civics education can be inspirational. All 
@ LETTERS: Democrat says he’s rooting for Trump’s success. All 
@ MATT MURSCHEL: Irish, Big 12 shine on wild weekend. C2 

@ PAUL BRINKMANN: Orlando gets win for high-paying jobs. D1 
@ KYLE ARNOLD: Stylist takes aim at frazzling with products. D1 


What To Do Today 


LIGHT IT UP 


The Orlando Science Center invites all curiosity seekers to explore 
the world of particles and waves at Playing With Light, running 
through Jan. 3. The exhibit features 22 interactive stations involving 
lasers, mirrors, LED bulb displays and more. Admission prices vary; 


open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Details: OSC.ORG 
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